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Volunteer Calendar

December 1 - 14  .   .   .   .   .   .   . TV Membership Drive

December 9  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Downton Abbey Screening

December 16   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Economic Club

January 14   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Economic Club

February 17   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Economic Club

March 6  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ice Miller Indy Wine Fest

Saturday, June 21  .  .  .  .  .  . WFYI’s PBS KIDS in the Park

Check out the volunteer  
activities listed in the  
‘Volunteer Opportunities’ 
section of wfyi.org

Thursday Volunteer 
Opportunities
Volunteers find plenty of 
work to do on Thursday 
mornings in the Volunteer 
Center, including mailing 
thank-you gifts, pledge 
statements, membership 
materials and other items. 

E-mail Kristy at kfozzard@
wfyi.org to find out how 
you can join the fun.
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WFYI’s Volunteer Newsletter

Volunteers needed for  
December TV Pledge Drive

Kristy Fozzard 
WFYI Manager, Staff &  
Volunteer Engagement

Greetings, WFYI 
Volunteers! 

Even though the 
temperature out-

side is getting cold, 
we’re heating up here in the Ardath 
Y. Burkhart Center! We’re busy all 
fall and winter with many station 
activities and events. Be sure to sign 
up to volunteer for our TV Member-
ship drives, Ice Miller Indy Wine Fest, 
Harshman Middle School projects, 
Downton Abbey events and so  
many more. 

Thank you to all of the restaurants 
who support WFYI and donate food 
to our volunteers and on-air talent 
for the Radio and TV Membership 
Drives! Be sure to say thank you the 
next time you’re visiting one of these 
wonderful establishments. 

Square Donuts - downtown
Bee Coffee Roasters
Bazbeaux - downtown
Chef Suzanne
Bar-B-Q Heaven
The Rathskeller
Lockerbie Pub
YATS – Broad Ripple
Buca di Beppo – downtown

Message from the Manager

Membership Drives
Sign up today to help 
WFYI during membership  
campaigns on WFYI 1 and  
90.1 FM. We need phone 
volunteers for many 
different shifts.  

By Karine Huys 
Looking for a great way to meet other 
WFYI volunteers, while helping the station 
raise money? The next TV pledge drive 
is just around the corner. The December 
drive will run from December 1 - 14, and 
there will be live nights on the 6th, 8th, 
9th and 13th. These nights are a great 
way to meet other WFYI volunteers and 
talk to supporters of the station. Training is 

provided on site when you arrive and no 
previous experience is necessary. Remem-
ber, the people are calling us to make a 
pledge; we are not cold-calling anyone. 
For a special incentive this holiday season, 
every volunteer who completes a shift will 
be entered into a drawing for a gift card 
– so sign up early and sign up often. See 
you at the pledge computers!

By Kay W. Kelly 
Unique vitamins for my brain are provided 
each month when I work as a volunteer 
for the Economic Club of Indianapolis 
luncheons. At each meeting, a nationally, 
and sometimes internationally, known 
speaker shares knowledge, insight, and 
experience related to their topic. These ar-
eas of expertise have included education, 
social issues, world and national finance, 
politics, health, business, and even sports. 
My brain seems to glow with added 
health after each luncheon as I find myself 
telling others about the new information 
I’ve learned.

In addition to enriching my brain, the work 
involves quickly walking around the large 
meeting/conference area to distribute 
table materials before the meeting and 
picking up the display items after the  
meeting. This physical activity, becomes 
part of my exercise routine for that day.  

After the materials are distributed, we 
greet the attendees and welcome them. 

These events are luncheons so of course 
there is food. The food is tasty, well  
presented, and well served. This provides  
nutrition for the body while the table 
conversations provide new community 
contacts and information. For example, a 
recent table conversation provided  
information about how one journalist 
publishes her articles online. A salesman 
at that same table explained why the 
tracking software he sells helps individuals 
develop new products more efficiently.  

No matter who the speaker is, what the 
menu is, or who sits at my assigned table 
these are interesting days that I eagerly 
anticipate each month. I’m fortunate to have 
these nourishing volunteer opportunities. 

Volunteering at the  
Economic Club Luncheons
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Contact Information 
Kristy Fozzard 
WFYI Manager, Staff &  
Volunteer Engagement 
(317) 614-0461 • kfozzard@wfyi.org

Words For Your Involvement is published three times a year to keep volunteers  
informed of service opportunities at WFYI. This newsletter is written and published  
with input from the WFYI Volunteer Relations Committee.

WFYI Mission 
WFYI Public Media inspires the best in 
our community by sharing stories and 
connecting people.

Words for Your Involvement — Fall 2014

WFYI Public Media • 1630 N. Meridian St. • Indianapolis, IN 46202 • (317) 636-2020 • wfyi.org

When Mandy Bishop first started 
volunteering at WFYI, she only knew 
about IRIS from the volunteer sign up form. 

“I saw it was a box I could check, but I had 
no idea what the program was,” she said. 

Now, as an employee of WFYI’s Indiana 
Reading and Information Services (IRIS) 
program, Mandy has learned that the 
program might just be WFYI’s “best kept 
secret.”

“There are a lot of people out there who 
have not heard of this service but could 
benefit from it,” she says.

So what is IRIS, you ask?

The Indiana Reading and Information 
Services is a special radio service of 
WFYI that gives people with visual 
impairments access to newspapers and 
periodicals read by volunteers. For many 
who have medical issues such as macular 
degeneration or blindness, or for those 
who have never learned to read, the 
service can be a lifeline.

“Because of the service, I can be more 
independent and don’t need anyone 
here to read to me,” says Sunny, an IRIS 
listener.

Listeners within a 40 mile radius of 
downtown Indianapolis can access a 
24/7 radio signal at any time they choose 
to hear the stories in the Indianapolis Star, 
or the Indianapolis Business Journal, for 
instance, as well as other periodicals, and 
even grocery advertising circulars. The 
service is free, and includes a special 
radio.

The program runs primarily on the time 
and talents of 120 volunteers, who record 
themselves in the IRIS studios reading. 
Jane Root has volunteered with IRIS for the 
past nine years.

“Sometimes I get feedback from listeners 
and it reminds me of why I am doing 
this. They really do appreciate the 
service, especially the things they can’t 

get anywhere else, such as the obituaries 
and the grocery and pharmacy ads,” Root 
says.

Often, she and Michael Kinder, another 
IRIS volunteer, team up to read the 
Indianapolis Star on Mondays. They have 
two hours to read the front page, and 
selected stories, as well as the comics and 
the advertising circulars.

“I often wonder if people are listening to 
us, but one day just as I was finishing up a 
shift I learned that a listener had called in 
while we were broadcasting. The listener 
said to tell us he really appreciated what 
we were doing. That drives me still,” 
Kinder said.

Andrea Muraskin, who shares a part-time 
position with Bishop in IRIS says that 
volunteering in IRIS can take a special 
quality.

“The IRIS volunteers don’t get to see 
the smiling faces of people they help. 
They simply go on faith that people are 
listening,” she said. “It’s a very selfless 

Inside a BIG HEAD 
by Cathy Wait 

Fun as Miguel 
This August was the 4th appearance for Maya and Miguel at the Indianapolis Zoo’s 
Hispanic Heritage Day. Having participated in all four of the appearances, I’d have to 
say that this year was the most fun! There was a steady stream of children going by and 
good interaction. Live music was playing nearby and Maya and Miguel were danc-
ing and having a good time, and somehow four or five kids got between them. Maya 
had turned her head and was looking behind her and Miguel thought what a perfect 
opportunity to hide behind the kids. So Miguel bent over to hide and oops! off went his 
head. Those heads are a bit heavier than you think and they have their own momentum!  
Fortunately for Miguel he caught his head in his hands just in time. 

Maya saw what was happening and got right into the game. She wandered around 
“looking” for Miguel. She looked over a fence, under tables, under chairs, around tents, 
behind people, trying to find Miguel. She had the children laughing the hardest when 
she looked in the trash can for Miguel. In the meantime the children were doing their 
best to keep Miguel hidden. We did not realize it but a crowd had started to gather 
to watch our antics. It was great fun but a lot of work. Finally, Miguel snuck up behind 
Maya and tapped her on the shoulder. She turned around and they both threw open 
their arms and hugged. Then the most unexpected of things happened. The crowd and 
children applauded! Who knew so much fun could be had from an impromptu game of 
“Hide and Seek”? 

Playing Sid 
Before I play a character I like to watch them on TV to see if 
they have any “special” moves. That came in very handy 
at the Celebrate Science Indiana at the Indiana State 
Fairgrounds in October. Sid the Science Kid was asked to 
be a guest at the Celebration. He helped open the event, 
participated in the cricket “spitting” contest, drove one 
of the robots, and was followed around by paparazzi 
and lots of kids. On one of the walks, Sid spied a very 
tall gentleman and a group of what looked like dignitar-
ies walking around, he had to investigate what was going 
on. Sid walked up to the tall man and started to shake hands, 
someone else prepared to take a picture. Sid hammed it up and did 
his signature move. Suddenly everyone around (all adults) wanted their picture taken 
with Sid too. It was hilarious! It was hard to not laugh inside the big head. 

WFYI’s Annual 
Halloween  
Extravaganza 
goes off with  
a BOO!
By Suzanna Blahna

On Friday, October 24, WFYI Member 
Families from the greater Indianapolis 
area gathered for trick-or-treating, arts and 
crafts, and to meet Bob the BuilderTM and 
Peg + Cat. All in all, nearly 300 people 
enjoyed the Halloween festivities in the 
cozy studio away from the early fall chill. 
Dozens of little princesses, superheroes 
and magical creatures wandered the halls 
with their families. 

After meeting him in person, kids were 
able to make a Bob the BuilderTM puppet. 
Then families enjoyed making ghosts 
with bananas and chocolate chips – but 
these tasty spooks didn’t last long! Kids 
could take a break from the commotion to 
do some exercises with Coach Hooper. 
And to keep up their energy, everyone 
enjoyed pretzels with cheese dip provided 
by Oaken Barrel in Greenwood. If you 
couldn’t make it this year, mark your 
calendars for 2015 – the evening was  
a hit! 

WFYI’s Reading Service Offers Lifeline to 
Visually Impaired

WFYI Volunteers Jane Root and Michael Kinder record a reading session in the IRIS 
studios. The two enjoy working together and have developed a comfortable on-air 
banter while reading stories from the Indy Star.

thing to do, to volunteer to sit in a booth 
and read aloud for an hour. I really 
appreciate their commitment.”

Kinder jokes that all you need is an ability 
“to talk a lot and read well. My wife would 
probably tell you that I’m someone who 
enjoys the sound of my own voice. The 
truth is, I really don’t like how my voice 
sounds, but I do like to talk.”

For Bishop and Muraskin, the goal is to 
get the word out about IRIS so that more 
can take part. They have been visiting 
doctors’ offices and attending vision expos 
to get the word out. Currently, about 
1,000 people have subscribed to the 
service.

If you know someone who might 
appreciate access to this service, call IRIS 
at (317) 616-0404.

— Tricia Schug

 


