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On a recent afternoon, workmen 
at the Indiana Statehouse were 
changing light bulbs in the massive 
chandeliers, brightening the facility 
for another session of the Indiana 
General Assembly.  WFYI’s Indiana 
Lawmakers host Jon Schwantes and 
legislative analyst Ed Feigenbaum 
were also prepping for a new season 
of lluminating the issues for Hoosier 
voters. The 34th season of Indiana 
Lawmakers begins Friday, January 9.

“What we hope to do with this program 
is to peel back the layers on the 
issues, to look at what’s at stake and 
why Hoosiers should be interested,” 
says Jon Schwantes, a native Hoosier 
and host for the past 19 years. “We 
also bring together key figures in the 
legislation to have unfettered and lively 
discussions.”

Feigenbaum, an attorney and 
legislative analyst, serves as a kind 
of “truth squad,” Schwantes says. 

“He comes in after the round table 
discussion and helps to make sense of 
it all.”

Both Schwantes and Feigenbaum 
expect this session to be a lively one. 

“A budget year is always interesting,” 
says Feigenbaum. “Plus there were a 
number of issues left unresolved last 
year that may resurface, particularly in 
the context of the budget. The budget 
can be a bigger catchall than you 
think.

“I expect that gaming laws will be hotly 
contested, as will a host of issues that 
will require people to choose against 
competing philosophical ideals such 

FROM THE STATEHOUSE TO YOUR HOUSE 

Indiana Lawmakers begins 34th season

as privacy laws,” he says. “And then, 
what about technology issues like the use 
of drones and driverless cars? It will be 
interesting.”

“What makes this program unique,”says 
Schwantes, “is that we take a 
comprehensive look at how the issues will 
affect all corners of the state. We really 
look beyond the inside of I-465.” The 
program’s guest lineup reflects that goal 
too, drawing legislators from across the 
state.

Schwantes and Feigenbaum have 
worked together on Indiana Lawmakers 
for the past 19 years. "It’s been fun,” 
Schwantes says. “I have a front row 
seat to the most important discussions 
facing our state. I also have a lot of 
respect for public broadcasting. Who 
else but public media would devote a 
whole show to these types of issues?”

This story reprinted from the January 2015 
edition of WFYI Members’ Magazine.

Ed Feibenbaum, left, an Indianapolis attorney and legislative analyst, helps voters make 
sense of the issues, while Jon Schwantes, right, hosts the popular weekly program, which 
airs on WFYI Public Television on Fridays at 8 p.m. (WFYI 3) and 11 p.m. (WFYI 1). You 
can also hear the program on 90.1 WFYI Public Radio on Saturdays at 6:30 a.m.
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