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One of 90.1 WFYI’s signature programs, 
The Art of the Matter, celebrates its 
15th season this year. The weekly radio 
magazine which celebrates the arts and 
culture of Indianapolis has become a 
kind of artistic gem itself, adding its own 
imprint on the Indy arts and cultural 
scene over the past decade and a half.

In the hour-long program, listeners meet 
the notables and up-and-comers who 
create new works and old favorites in 
the city’s lively cultural environment, 
learning also the origins and inspirations 
behind projects and the processes that 
bring them to fruition. 

“Nowhere else in the city is there a 
weekly arts show with long-format 
interviews. That is what really sets this 
show apart,” says Travis DiNicola, 
who co-hosts the program with Sharon 
Gamble.

Gamble agrees. “The show was always 
meant to be a place where we could 
get beyond the surface. In long-format 
interviews, we delve into more content 
than the traditional interview -- we get to 
the heart and soul of things,” she says. 

With more than 2,250 interviews woven 
into some 750 episodes in 15 years, 
Gamble and DiNicola have created 
their own masterpiece of sorts, a body 
of work that tracks the maturation of 
an art scene in a growing metropolitan 
city. But don’t expect this project to be 
complete any time soon.

“We haven’t possibly talked with 
everyone yet,” Gamble says. “There 
are more than 200 arts organizations 
in Indy and thousands of artists not 
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affiliated with those organizations. We 
could continue this show for a long time, 
and I hope  
we do.”

In any given week, the pair covers 
the city’s big openings as well as the 
lesser-known stories. “We especially 
like to cover the interesting story about 
someone who wouldn’t get a lot of press 
elsewhere,” Gamble says. 

While both hosts have very busy fulltime 
jobs – DiNicola as Executive Director 
with Indy Reads  and Indy Reads 
Books, and Gamble as Vice President 
of Development for Indiana Landmarks 

– neither seems weary about the added 
work that goes into their sidelight. In fact, 
both say the show inspires them.

“We get to talk with some of the most 
amazing people,” Gamble says. “It’s 
really quite refreshing doing this show.”

“People we have on the show influence 
us too,” DiNicola says. “Sometimes I 
meet artists and expect them to be a 
certain way but they say something that 
completely changes my perspective. I 
hope I do that for listeners as well.”

Let the art and culture of Indianapolis 
inspire you as well. Listen to The Art 
of the Matter on 90.1 WFYI each 
Thursday evening at 8 p.m. The show is 
rebroadcast on Saturdays at 7 a.m.

This article reprinted from the January 2015 
edition of WFYI Members’ Magazine.

Sharon Gamble and Travis DiNicola host the weekly radio program on Thursdays  
at 8 p.m. on 90.1 WFYI Public Radio. The show is rebroadcast on Saturdays at 7 a.m.
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