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WFYI’s Volunteer Newsletter

PBS KIDS IN THE PARK 

Kristy fozzard 
wfyi Manager of Volunteer programs

Hello, wfyi 
Volunteers! 

i hope you’re 
all enjoying the 

summer weather 
and keeping cool.

our volunteers have been busy 
donning costumes for small and 
large events, manning the phones 
for pledge drives, and helping 
with many ongoing projects. if you 
haven’t been able to capitalize on 
any of those projects lately, don’t 
worry, there are many ways that 
wfyi can use your help.
 
Coming this fall, we can use your 
help at our annual Halloween party 
for members, Radio Membership 
Drive, and the next in our new 
speakers’ series, Listen Up. also, if 
you have a special skill you would 
like to share with wfyi, please let 
me know. while my goal is to match 
volunteers with needs we have 
around the station, i also want you 
to enjoy what you do for wfyi. So if 
events aren’t your thing, tell me what 
you’d like to do, and i’ll see if we can 
make it happen. drop me a note by 
email at kfozzard@wfyi.org, or give 
me a call at (317) 614- 0461.
 
Thank YOU for all the many ways 
you support WFYI Public Media. 
Hope to see you soon!

MESSAGE FROM THE MANAGER

By Joan Himebrook, 
wfyi event Manager

Volunteers are the lifeblood of any event, 
but wfyi’s family festival, pNC presents 
pBS KidS in the park, isn’t just any event; 
it’s the largest pBS KidS event in the 
country!

each June, families from all over central 
indiana head to Military park for this 
free family event filled with food, fun and 
lots of our favorite pBS KidS characters 
just waiting to ham it up for the camera. 
this event boasts 30,000-40,000 guests 
annually, and as you might guess, our staff 
can’t do it alone. we rely on an army of 
wonderful volunteers who are the driving 
force behind the continued success of pBS 
KidS in the park. we rely on you.

Kristy fozzard sends out the call to 
volunteer for this event each Spring, and 
it’s a doozy! of course, it takes a lot of 
work behind the scenes to fill over 200 
volunteer spots for everything from set up 

and tear down, to mascots and handlers.  
it’s a labor of love and totally worth every 
bead of sweat when you see so many 
happy faces come event day. it’s our 
“thank you” to our community, and our 
volunteers make it happen.

if you’ve never volunteered for pBS KidS 
in the park, i encourage you to be a part 
of the fun. i remember taking my kids to 
pBS KidS in the park when they were little, 
and now that i actually plan the event 
(and my kids are volunteers), i am even 
more grateful for our wfyi Volunteers, 
past and present for making this event so 
great for me as a young mom, and now as 
the event Manager. 

we’d love to see you at the park next 
year. i hope you can join us. 

Check out the volunteer  
activities listed in the  
‘Volunteer Opportunities’ 
section of wfyi.org

VOLUNTEER CALENDAR

Monday, August 17............................   WFYI will be at The Indiana  
          State Fair with Curious George 
 

August 8 - 23 ......................................   WFYI TV Pledge Drive 

Friday, September 11 ........................   Economic Club of Indiana 
 
 
Saturday, September 12 ...................   Penrod Arts Fair  
 

Thursday, October 22  .......................  Listen Up with Guy Raz  

 

October 23 - 30 ..................................  WFYI Radio Pledge Drive 

Friday, October 28 ............................   Trick or Treat at WFYI 

Thanks to everyone who helped make this year’s PNC Presents PBS KIDS in the Park 
a huge success! We couldn’t have done it without your help! 

THURSDAY VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES 
Volunteers find plenty of 
work to do on Thursday 
mornings in the Volunteer 
Center, including mailing 
thank-you gifts, pledge 
statements, membership 
materials and other items. 

E-mail Kristy at  
kfozzard@wfyi.org to 
find out how you can join 
the fun.



By Scott Nelson
 
a few times a year wfyi staff and roughly 
112 (8 volunteers per evening) volunteers 
from businesses and organizations, along 
with individuals that want to help wfyi, 
get together to watch some old and some 
new programming and get to know about 
one another throughout the evening. 

really though, we all get together to help 
raise awareness and funds to continue 
the growth and quality programing that 
we all have come to expect from wfyi. 
i think we can agree that we have all 
learned something valuable from public 
broadcasting. Volunteering during 
pledge drive helps wfyi by growing 
our volunteer community and allows us 
to be more involved and contribute even 
for a few hours. as volunteers during 
this pledge drive we will help wfyi to 
a total of 392 hours (roughly) showing 
that volunteers are needed and greatly 
appreciated. 

So it’s that time of year again (august 
8 - 23), and for those of you who have 
not enjoyed an evening of a wfyi pledge 
drive, please allow me to give you a quick 
summary of your evening. as volunteers 
start to arrive between 6: 30 p.m. -  
8 p.m. (depending on the start time), we 
begin with brief introductions and casual 
conversation. this is a chance to catch up 
with others who you haven’t seen since the 
last pledge drive, and meet new people, 
while having snacks. we then have a 
quick training session and start answering 
the call of our loyal viewers, “Hello, thank 
you for calling wfyi, how much would 
you like to pledge?” these calls can be 
quick and brief, and sometimes there can 

be a story the caller shares with you. in 
between calls we watch the programs and 
chat some more. 

programming during this pledge drive 
will be a variety of art, health, music and 
traveling programs. live televised evenings 
are much of the same, and completely 
different because you could be seen sitting 
and talking on the phone while lloyd has 
a conversation with the visiting presenter. 
live night programming for this upcoming 
drive includes, Sacred Journeys (8/10), 
Jimmy Van Heusen: Swingin’ with Frank 
and Bing (8/11), Tenors: Under One Sky 
(8/13), Celtic Woman: Emerald (8/17), 
and Mannheim Steamroller 30/40 Live 
(8/19).

in the past i have used a quote i stole 
from Kristy (“Volunteers do not necessarily 
have the time; they just have the heart.” 
by elizabeth andrew), but this year i 
found this one and i feel it says volumes 
about all volunteers: “Volunteers don’t 
get paid, not because they’re worthless, 
but because they’re priceless.” - Sherry 
anderson

if this appeals to you and we hope it does, 
you can get more information or sign up 
by contacting Kristy fozzard by email 
at kfozzard@wfyi.org. i write this as a 
volunteer of 10+ years and i understand 
how important the volunteers are to 
wfyi and how much our help is truly 
appreciated, so please let me say “thank 
you, for your time and support and i hope 
to see you during pledge drive” .

IT’S FUNDRAISING TIME AGAIN . . . 
AUGUST 8th - 23rd

VOLUNTEER SURVEY RESULTS ARE IN! 
By Cathy wait

a 10-question survey was emailed to everyone who has volunteered with wfyi over the 
years. 

for some of the questions respondents were asked to circle a number indicating their 
level of agreement with a statement.  an average was calculated for each answer. 
Here are some of the results:

HOW WOULD YOU COMPARE WFYI’S 
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM TO THAT OF 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS YOU  
HAVE VOLUNTEERED FOR? 

ABOUT THE SAME 
20%

GREAT
43%

BETTER
47%

4.46

1           2           3           4           5          
NOT AT ALL                   MODERATELY              EXTREMELY
 

My duties and responsibilities 
as a volunteer have been 
clearly defined

4.63
I would lke additional training 
in my assignments so I may 
perform to the best of  
my ability 

2.5
My assignments satisfy my 
reason for being a volunteer 

3.8
The staff utilize my time to the 
best advantage 

4.7
The staff acknowledge and 
appreciate the contributions of 
volunteers 

By Kay w. Kelly 

everyone in the audience knew Cokie 
roberts would be intelligent, insightful, 
and knowledgeable, particularly about 
politics and politicians. However, we did 
not know that she would also be funny.  
Her humorous family anecdotes included 
a story about her mother who served 
as ambassador to the Vatican. a young 
boy who saw her standing near the pope 
announced, “there’s the pope’s wife.”  
 
Cokie roberts was in indianapolis on July 
23, to help wfyi launch its new speakers’ 
series called listen Up.

regarding politics, Ms. roberts explained 
that this is not the most partisan time ever, 
because politicians aren’t having fistfights 
or shooting one another. for example, the 
Burr-Hamilton duel. the period leading up 
to the Civil war was described as the most 
partisan in our history.  

Several reasons for today’s partisanship 
were cited, including: families don’t come 
to washington anymore, congressional 
representatives brag about living in their 
offices, the practice of “running against 
washington”, gerrymandering, the rating 
of candidates, and the fact that politicians 
must campaign constantly. 

we were informed, entertained, and 
disappointed that the speech ended so 
quickly. what a great way to open this 
exciting new speaker series.

COKIE ROBERTS,  
LIVING LEGEND, OPENS 
LISTEN UP SERIES

KIDS DAY AT THE  
INDIANA STATE FAIR

 

By Claire wegel

for the central indiana community, 
wfyi is more than a television and radio 
broadcaster.  in keeping with the mission 
to “engage and enrich our community 
through distinctive programs and 
services,” wfyi and wfyi volunteers 
take part in many events and programs 
throughout the year.  you are probably 
aware of wfyi’s annual Kids in the 
park program, but did you know that 
wfyi often sets up a booth and sends 
favorite pBS KidS characters to non-
wfyi-sponsored events around the 
indianapolis area?  Characters from 
popular pBS KidS programs play a 
visible and important role in engaging 
the community.

on august 17th, join us for Kid’s day 
at the indiana State fair. Curious 
george, along with wfyi staff and 
volunteers, will be on hand to entertain 
children (and adults) with cartoons and 
photo opportunities. if you would like 
to volunteer to help with the State fair 
booth, please contact Kristy fozzard.

“Hello, thank 
you for calling 

WFYI, how much 
would you like to 

pledge?”

THANK YOU

please take a moment to think about an 
experience you have had as a wfyi 
volunteer this year where you know you 
made a difference. listening to someone 
who has no one to talk to during pledge 
drive made a difference to that person, 
iriS helped so many people, handing 
out wine glasses with a smile on your 
face starts an evening off in a great way, 
and suiting up so children can greet their 
favorite pBS character is a fabulous way to 
make a difference. as a volunteer you are 
a part of the wfyi team and you make 
a difference every time you show up. we 
have all uttered the line countless times, 
“we really couldn’t do it without you!” 
Hold up the mirror and say that to yourself.

thank you for taking the time to respond to 
the survey, your thoughts and  
opinions matter.  

Bazbeaux  
Chef Suzanne 
Lockerbie Pub 

Patrick’s Kitchen & Drinks 
YATS 

THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR  
PROVIDING FOOD  FOR VOLUNTEERS 

DURING OUR LAST MEMBERSHIP DRIVE: 


