Activity Sheet

Today’s challenge is to build a kite that looks different from ones you’ve seen before.
Then, you’ll change it and try to make it fly even better. Up, up, and away!

what t0 DO \

o cet What You heed. e Tape the crosspieces from corner to .
corner. You may need to tape or fit two chew on Thi$
e 1 sheet of 814" x 11" copier paper straws together to make the crosspieces Whether they're building a
¢ 3 feet of paper streamer e Scissors long enough. kite or designing a rocket,

people use a similar process
to figure out a problem:

e 4 straws e Tape e String ¢ Ruler
e Tape each end of the streamer onto

9 Build Your kite. the cat’s ears to make the tail. * Identify a problem. How can /
make my kite fly better?

* Fold the paper in half e Tie the string at the point where « Brainstorm solutions. One
so its dimensions are /_.& the two crosspieces meet. idea is to use a Ionger tail.
8%2by 532 inches. 9 FIY your Icite. Think of + Test an idea. The kite flew

o Find the u ways to make your kite fly okay when'it had a tail twice

pper corner ) . as long as its body.

opposite the fold. Make a ﬂrﬂ , better. Revise your design by ) _ ,
dot 21/ inches in from S ggtr: changing one thing about your * ':‘::‘*I::e des'91“- D BT
this corner. Draw a line kite. Test to see if the revised ger tail

+ Share what you learned. My
kite flew best when its tail
was four times as long as its

design flies better.

@) pesign your own kite.

from this dot to the
bottom corner. Cut along

the line you drew, \ body.
creating two “cat’s ; Now that you know more about
ears.” making a kite fly, create your own design.
You can either modify a design you’ve —~a
e Unfold the paper. Tape the cat’s ears to already built or build one that uses ideas
the lower edge of the kite. from other kite designs. Use all that you

have learned to make a great kite!
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Investigate different ways of making things fly. The sky’s the limit!

* Use different materials to make a kite. Try wrapping paper,
tissue paper, or newspaper comics instead of copier paper. Use
straws, sticks, or spaghetti for the crosspiece. Or use tinsel,
string, ribbons, plastic bags, or rubber bands as tails.

* Find a book or Web site that shows you other kite designs.

Designs called “sleds” and “flying nuns™ Ay really well and are
easy to make.

* I you like making things that can fly, get these challenges from

the ZOOM Web site at pbskids.org/zoom/activities: My boss at the network just called. He wanted a show
about kites and cats. But for some reason, he didn’t like
Hoop Glider shows you how to make a plane without wings. my idea of attaching cats to kites. So | think I've got an
Hovercraft shows you how to build an aircraft that travels on idea that's qomg to ,make him .r'eallg happy. You're going
a cushion of air. to make a kite that’s shaped like a cat! The cat lovers

of the world (if there are any) are going to go crazy for
this kite. So hop to it!

Glider shows you how to make a paper airplane that does tricks.

Watch FETCH! on PBS KIDS GO! (check local listings)
and visit the FETCH! Web site at pbskidsgo.org/fetch.
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