[image: image1.jpg]



Fire and Ice: The Winter War of Finland and Russia
Documentary Explores Soviet Invasion of Finland and its Impact on World War II
Launching a massive assault force, the Soviet Red Army invaded Finland on November 30, 1939. The Soviets deployed nearly half a million men and an arsenal force of historic proportions in an offensive campaign that would define the eventual course of World War II and forever shape the art of modern warfare. “The Winter War” would prove to be one of the bloodiest and most arduous conflicts in history, leaving us with a legacy about invading armies with numeric and technological superiority; pitted against determined defenders with the will to resist and the unintended consequences of war. It is a timeless story of courage against all odds by a people united in defense of their freedom.
Fire and Ice: The Winter of Finland and Russia, a new PBS documentary premiering ​​​_____________ (broadcast date/time) on ___________ (station), retraces the historic battles of the Winter War. Through archival film footage, eyewitness accounts, interviews with historians, diary entries and battlefield re-enactments, Fire and Ice recounts the extraordinary events surrounding 105 days of intense and brutal combat during one of the coldest winters in recorded history. The film is a co-production of MastersWork Media and WFYI Public Television. 
“This documentary tells the story of a forgotten war, which is virtually unknown to the vast majority of American’s today,” said Ben Strout, the film’s producer and director. “Most people only know of Finland’s role in World War II as an ally of Nazi Germany. Fire and Ice will offer viewers a new perspective on this pivotal chapter in history,” he added. 
More than six decades later, historians have begun to re-examine this cataclysmic event. Prior to the collapse of the Soviet Union, neither Russian nor Finnish veterans felt very comfortable discussing the events surrounding this conflict. Today, scholars from both nations are working to reclaim some of this lost history. Fire and Ice will transport viewers to the fields where modern-day military buffs regularly stage reenactments of the 1939 conflict in an effort to keep the memory of the Winter War alive.  

The Fire and Ice companion Web site (www.wfyi.org/fireandice) offers viewers a rich navigational experience which includes features, biographical sketches, lesson plans and links to additional historical resources. The site conforms to the national education standards for high school history students.  
Producers: MastersWork Media and WFYI Public Television. Funder: Central Indiana Community Foundation. Presenters: WFYI Public Television. Format: HDTV CC Stereo. Contact: Lori Plummer, WFYI Public Television, Tel.: 317/715-2062; Fax: 317/396-2978; E-mail: lplummer@wfyi.org
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